LAST   YEARS   AT   WOTTON
1706, and consists of notes of a sermon. John
Evelyn died in London on February syth at the age
of eighty-five. His wishes with regard to his burial
were not carried out. There is a passage in Sylva
where he enlarges on the appropriateness of gardens
as burying grounds:
"there are none more fit to bury our dead in, than
in our gardens and groves, or airy fields, sub dio]
where our beds may be decked and carpeted with
verdant and fragrant flowers, trees and perennial
plants, the most natural and instructive hiero-
glyphics of our expected resurrection and im-
mortality."
And later more particularly he adds:
"The late elegant and accomplished Sir W.
Temple, tho' he laid not his whole body in this
garden, deposited the better part of it (the heart)
there; and if my executors will gratify me in what I
have desired, I wish my corpse may be interred as I
have bespoke them: not at all out of singularity or
for want of a dormitory (of which there is an ample
one annexed to the parish-church) but for other
reasons, not here necessary to trouble the readei
with; what I have said in general being sufficient:
However, let them order it as they think fit so it be
not in the church or chancel"
In the dormitory or north aisle of Wotton Church
his body rests. Structural alterations and changes
have rendered this part of the church very much less
attractive than it is pictured even in early nineteenth-
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